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President 
Bob Beckett 
705 748-0178 
rbeckett@numet.com 
 
Vice-President 
Steve Wesley 
705 743-9175 
swesley@netscape.ca 
 
Treasurer 
Brenda Beckett 
705 748-0178 
brendabeckett@hotmail.com 
 
Secretary 
Position Open 
 
Field Trip Coordinator 
Fred Hall 
705 742-6108 
fred.hall001@sympatico.ca 
 
Newsletter Editor 
George Thompson 
613 395-5896 
TrueNorthMiner@AOL.com 
 
Show Coordinator 
Mark Stanley 
705 639-2406 
mark.stanley@sympatico.ca 
 
 
 
Web Site: 
 
www.rockandfossil.com 

 
Next Meeting: Tuesday January 13 at the Orientation Centre,   
              Peterborough Zoo, 7:00 PM 

February 2009 Meeting Program 
The Mineral Titanite 

 
Bring in your sample of titanite and tell the club the stories behind them. .  
 

 
Zircon, 3.5 cm crystal 

Silver Crater, Cardiff, Ontario 
Collected, June 1999 

George Thompson Collection 
 

�



Special Lecture 
 
The Walker Club and the CCFMS are hosting a special guest speaker on March 11 at 8 pm at the 
University of Toronto. 
 
Skip Simmons from the University of New Orleans will be our special speaker and will talk on the 
Pegmatites of the Erongo Region, Namibia. Skip is a regular lecturer at Rochester and is a Pegmatite 
expert. I have heard Skip in Rochester a few times and can say he is a very entertaining and 
informative speaker. 
 
Please notify Bob Beckett it you are interested 
 

2009 Peterborough Gem, Mineral & Fossil Show 
Saturday, February 28 and Sunday, March 1 

10:00 am to 5:00 pm each day 

This will be our club’s 16th Annual Show. It is located at the Evinrude Centre, 911 Monaghan Road in 
Peterborough, and features 25 dealers offering Minerals, Fossils, Rocks, Crystals, Faceted stones, Gemstone 
Jewellery, Beads and much more.  

We need your help to make this show a success! 

Our every popular Children’s Sand Box will be open both days of the show. We need a very large volume of 
simple mineral & fossil samples. For those extra specimens that are too good to throw away, but are not good 
enough to put into your collection, this is a great way to put them into the hands of kids with the hope of 
sparking an interest in nature. The sand box is a very important part of the show because for many of the kids 
this is their first exposure to collecting rocks. Please bring your donations directly to the show. 

he Club Table is located in the Display area. Its purpose is to serve as somewhere people can go to learn 
about the show and our club. This is a great opportunity to gain new members. We need club members to 
man this during the show. If everyone could volunteer for an hour or two each day we can all help. There will 
be a signup sheet at the club meeting. 

Every year we hold our Competitions for the Best Self Collected Minerals & Fossils. These two separate 
competitions are limited to specimens that were collected in the previous calendar year. The specimen must 
have been self-collected and you had to have been a member when it was collected. Entries are limited to a 
single mineral specimen and/or a single fossil specimen per member. Your entries must be delivered to the 
display area by 10:00 am Saturday morning and picked up at 5:00 pm Sunday afternoon. All members are 
invited to cast your votes for your favorite entries on Saturday morning. 

We will again be holding our Educational Display Competition for both minerals and fossils again this year. 
The majority of emphasis is on the educational value of the display rather than the quality of the minerals. 
Displays that are neat, attractive, well labeled and have a strong educational theme will be very competitive.  

If competing is not your thing, please feel free to sign up for a non-competitive display. Our displays are 
greatly appreciated and enjoyed by the public and your fellow collectors. From the feedback we have 
received, the displays have become a major attraction to other collectors who attend our show.  

The club has a limited number of display cases available for our members to use. Please contact Tom 
Jenkins (745 1189) to book your display and to reserve a display case. 



There will be Silent Auctions each day, one auction with specimens suitable for children, and two auctions 
for adults. We need mineral and fossil samples suitable for both age groups, especially for the adult auctions. 
Please bring them to the February meeting, as the organizers need the time before the show arrives so they 
can be organized into individual auctions. 

ur club’s annual Live Auction will be held Saturday at 4:00 pm. This is open to everyone who would like to 
sell rocks, lapidary equipment and anything this else that is involved in our hobby. Please deliver your items 
to the Live Auction area Saturday morning. The club charges a small commission to sell your items.  

While our Promotion Campaign is well underway, we need your help with the placement of our small wire 
framed signs aground the city. Please come to the February meeting prepared to take a few of the signs 
home with you to be posted in your community one week before the show. They are simple, light weight, easy 
to erect and very effective. We will have a city map at the meeting to make sure we are organized and that all 
parts of the city are covered. In the past these signs have been one of our more successful methods used to 
promote the show. If everyone takes a few signs it will make it very easy to cover the entire city and 
neighboring communities. 

 

Professor Donald Gorman 

The Canadian Mining Hall of Fame honours the mine finders and developers who helped develop 
our northern and rural regions and created enormous wealth for the country. For more exciting 
profiles on the individual who made Canada a global mining powerhouse, go to: 
http://www.halloffame.mining.ca/halloffame/  

Professor Donald Gorman has served the Canadian mining industry with distinction for more than 
half a century as a renowned mineralogist and superbly talented educator. Born in Fredericton, he 
completed a BSc degree in his native New Brunswick in 1947, after his studies were interrupted by 
wartime service in the Canadian Navy. After spending 1948-1949 studying economic geology as a 
graduate student at the Royal School of Mines in London, England, he earned a PhD degree at the 
University of Toronto in 1957 and launched his teaching career. 

“Digger” Gorman taught mineralogy with unflagging enthusiasm for the next 41 years, inspiring 
hundreds of geology and engineering students to pursue careers in mining and mineral exploration. 
He commanded respect in the classroom by exemplifying the two sides of science: on the one side 
the rigorous analysis of minerals and their composition and significance; and on the other the 
pleasure that comes from solving geological puzzles and discovering mineral treasure. 



 
Reta and Donald Gorman 

To those he taught, minerals were not chemical formulae and crystal structures, but living things that 
tell a timeless story, shape history and spur human progress. 

His incomparable mastery of the mineral kingdom was the foundation of his teaching success, and 
this rare ability combined with an engaging personality dominated his teaching and resulted in 
generations of students emerging from the University of Toronto with a better grounding in mineral 
recognition than anywhere else in Canada.In addition to being a gifted educator, Gorman was a 
valued mentor to prospective mineralogists and geologists, a sought-after industry consultant and 
applied researcher, and an entertaining advocate for his science at popular public events. For decades 
he was the star attraction at mineral and gem shows, such as the Bancroft Gemboree where novice 
rockhounds and experienced prospectors alike tried to stump the expert with countless obscure 
mineral specimens. 

He seldom failed to identify them, even those that weren’t naturally occurring substances at all. He 
was a popular lecturer at the Royal Ontario Museum and the Walker Mineralogical Club, the oldest 
mineral club in Canada, which named him its Honourary President in 1981. His outreach activities 
included memorable presentations to youth and church groups, and radio and television appearances 
that entrenched his status as Canada’s ambassador for mineralogy and geological sciences. 

Gorman has received many awards for his outstanding teaching abilities and exemplary 
advancement of science, including the Peacock Prize for Mineralogy for 1975-76. In 1978, he was 
presented with the Ontario Confederation of University Faculty Association’s award for outstanding 
teaching. In 1981, the International Mineralogical Association approved the name gormanite for a 
newly discovered mineral. In 2004, he was included in the University of Toronto’s list of Great 
Teachers from the Past, a select group of only 96 former faculty members that includes only one 
other earth scientist. 
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Michael Barnes: Canadian Author 
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PUBLICATIONS : Mining Industry 

 

Great Northern Ontario Mines ISBN #1-896182-85-2     
       .$��5�+�������6�
��

Ontario produces a greater harvest from rock than any other province in Canada.  Most of the paying 
ore bodies of base metals and all of precious metals are found north of North Bay.  This is the story 
of Red Lake, Hemlo, Sudbury, Timmins and Kirkland Lake mining camps as seen through the 
profiles of 14 great mines. 

More Than Free Gold   ISBN #9781897 113905 $24.95 
      General Store Publishing, 2008 

-  More Than Free Gold is a non-profit undertaking presented under the auspices of the Prospectors 
and Developers Association of Canada … proceeds from sales by the PDAC go to MINING 
MATTERS, the education arm of the Association 

 

This book by Michael Barnes continues the story published (1946) by Arnold Hoffman, a mining 
engineer, whose book FREE GOLD-The Story of Canadian Mining, covered the successes of the 
industry to end of World War II.  The search for fortunes in the ground over the next sixty years for 
a “great harvest from the rock” is told is this book which follows the ways the search for minerals is 



financed, how science has taken exploration beyond the scope of the traditional prospector and 
considers some of the discoveries made over more than half a century.   

Red Lake – Golden Treasure Chest ISBN#1-897113-95-1 
ISBN#9781897113950 

General Store Publishing, 2008 

The story of a great gold rush that began with men and dog teams rushing over many miles of 
wilderness in their haste to take valuable ground, and ended with the journey made by many with 
pioneering pilots, often carried by fragile aircraft.  

Since 1930, gold mines in this area have produced the precious yellow metal without pause, and 
today the municipality of Red Lake, Ontario, is home to the largest gold mine in Canada. 
Exploration for new mines is constant. 

The author takes us for a visit down into the depths of a gold mine, where men and machinery work 
at extracting the precious ore thousands of feet below the surface. He entertains us with anecdotes 
about many of the first prospectors and their determined efforts to “make a mine.” This is a 
fascinating peek into a little-known part of Ontario.  

The Scholarly Prospector – Don McKinnon 
General Store Publishing, 2006 

Prospectors are the first figures on the ground in the search for minerals hidden by nature’s bounty.  
This is the story of Don McKinnon from Cochrane who has a strong drive to succeed.  McKinnon 
enjoyed being in the bush as a forestry worker at the start of his long productive life so much, that he 
staryed to explore among the rocks that intrigued him when he earned a living as a wood 
superintendent. 

Looking Back, COBALT, Ontario 
Vanwell Publishing, 2004 

 

The Tri-Towns:  COBALT, HAILEYBURY and NEW LISKEARD, Ontario 
Highway Books, 2000. 

Looking Back, KIRKLAND LAKE, Ontario 
Vanwell Publishing, 2003 

 

Kirkland Lake on the Mile of Gold 
 

TIMMINS:  The Porcupine Country ISBN #1550460501 
Boston Mills, 1991 

Scarce history of Timmins, the centre of Porcupine Country of Northern Ontario, an amalgamation 
of the former communities of Mountjoy, Schumacher, Timmins, South Porcupine, and Porcupine. 



Fortunes in the Ground; Gold in Ontario 
Erin, Ontario.  Boston Mills/Stoddard, 1996��
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PUBLICATIONS  Northern Communities 
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H.F. & W.R. Press, 2004 

HALIBURTON:  Memories of Past Years 
Haliburton Forest and Wild Life Reserve Press, 2003�

The Essential Haliburton:  Discover Highland Ontario 
Burnstown, On.  General Store Publishing, 2001 

������$	/�7����������1��	�	/. 

Burnstown, On.  General Store Publishing, 1997 

Ride the Polar Bear Express – Visiting Mosonee & Moose Factory 
Burnstown, On.  General Store Publishing, 1996 
*���3��	��$�	���8���������������������	������	�����	�������	�����
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Great Northern Characters  ISBN #0-919431-92-5 
      ISBN #9780919431928 
 
The stories of 25 men and women of the North who made their mark there and in the wider world. 

 
Killer in the Bush:  The Great Fires of Northeastern Ontario 
Highway Books, 2004. 

�

  PUBLICATIONS  Policing 
�

Dedication to Duty:  OPP Officers Who Died Serving Ontario 
Burnstown, On.  General Store Publishing, 2000 

     ISBN#1-894263-21-9      
       ISBN#9781894263214 
  

�����������.  OPP, 1999.  ���
������ ���
.  OPP, 1999.�
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Coming Events 

(from the CCFMS Website) 
 
Feb 28 – Mar 1 2009 
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